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So the amendment was agreed to.
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A recorded vote by electronic device
was ordered in the Committee of the
Whole on the following amendment
submitted by Mr. MARTINEZ:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘Smart Class-
rooms Act’’.

SEC. 2. SMART CLASSROOMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title II of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6601 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by striking the heading for title II and
inserting the following:

“TITLE II—SMART CLASSROOMS”;

(2) by striking sections 2001 through 2003;

(3) by striking parts A, B, and D;

(3) by redesignating part C as part D; and

(4) by inserting after the title heading the
following:

“PART A—QUALIFIED TEACHERS IN
EVERY CLASSROOM
“Subpart 1—Findings; Purpose;
Authorization of Appropriations
“SEC. 2001. FINDINGS.

““The Congress finds as follows:

‘(1) All students can learn and achieve to
high standards.

‘“(2) States that have shown the most suc-
cess in improving student achievement are
those that have developed challenging con-
tent and student performance standards,
have aligned curricula and assessments with
those standards, have prepared educators to
teach to those standards, and have held
schools accountable for the achievement of
all students against those standards.

““(3) Increased teachers’ knowledge of aca-
demic content and effective teaching skills
is associated with increases in student
achievement. While other factors also influ-
ence learning, teacher quality makes a crit-
ical difference in how well students learn,
across all categories of students. For exam-
ple, recent research has found that teachers’
expertise has a greater impact on students’
achievement in reading than any other in-
school factor.

‘“(4) A crucial component of an effective
strategy for achieving high standards is en-
suring, through professional development,
that all teachers provide their students with
challenging learning experiences in the core
academic subjects.

‘“(5) Recent research has found that teach-
ers who participate in sustained curriculum-
centered professional development are much
more likely to report that their teaching is
aligned with high standards than are teach-
ers who have not received such training.

‘“(6) Research has found that high-quality
professional development is—

‘“(A) linked to high standards: professional
development activities should improve the
ability of teachers to help all students, in-
cluding females, minorities, children with
disabilities, children with limited English
proficiency, and economically disadvantaged
children, reach high State academic stand-
ards;

‘““(B) focused on content: professional de-
velopment activities should advance teacher
understanding of 1 or more of the core aca-
demic subject areas and effective instruc-
tional strategies for improving student
achievement in those areas;

‘(C) collaborative: professional develop-
ment activities should involve collaborative
groups of teachers, principals, administra-
tors, and other school staff from the same
school or district;

‘(D) sustained: professional development
activities should be of sufficient duration to
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have a positive and lasting impact on class-
room instruction and, to the greatest extent
possible, should include follow-up and
school-based support such as coaching or
study groups;

‘(E) embedded in a plan: professional de-
velopment activities should be embedded in
school and district-wide plans designed to
raise student achievement to State academic
standards; and

“(F) informed by research: professional de-
velopment activities should be based on the
best available research on teaching and
learning.

‘(7) Students who attend schools with
large numbers of poor children are less like-
ly to be taught by teachers who have met all
State requirements for certification or licen-
sure or who have a solid academic back-
ground in the subject matter they are teach-
ing.

‘“(8) Despite the fact that every year the
Nation’s colleges and universities produce
many more teachers than are hired and that
over 2,000,000 individuals who possess edu-
cation degrees are currently engaged in ac-
tivities other than teaching, many school
districts experience difficulty recruiting and
hiring enough fully qualified teachers.
Among the reasons researchers have found
for districts hiring less than fully qualified
teachers are—

‘“(A) cumbersome and poorly coordinated
State licensing procedures and local hiring
practices;

‘“(B) the lack of reciprocity of teacher cre-
dentials, pensions, and credited years of ex-
perience across State and school district
lines;

‘“(C) a lack of support for new teachers,
such as high-quality mentoring programs,
that can help reduce the attrition rate and
the number of new teachers that school dis-
tricts must hire every year; and

‘(D) compensation systems that do not
adequately reward teachers for improving
their knowledge and skills.

“SEC. 2002. PURPOSE.

““The purpose of this part is to support the
improvement of classroom instruction, so
that all students are able to achieve to chal-
lenging State content and student perform-
ance standards in the core academic sub-
jects, by providing assistance to State and
local educational agencies in their efforts to
recruit and retain a fully qualified instruc-
tional staff by—

‘(1) supporting States and local edu-
cational agencies in continuing the task of
developing challenging content and student
performance standards and aligned assess-
ments, revising curricula and teacher certifi-
cation requirements, and using challenging
content and student performance standards
to improve teaching and learning;

‘“(2) assisting high-poverty local edu-
cational agencies and low-performing local
educational agencies that have the greatest
difficulty in recruiting and retaining fully
qualified teachers;

‘“(3) supporting States and local edu-
cational agencies, in partnerships with insti-
tutions of higher education, to recruit and
retain teachers in subject areas in which the
State has determined there to be a shortage
of teachers;

‘“(4) ensuring that all instructional staff
have the subject matter knowledge and
teaching skills necessary to teach effectively
in all subjects in which they provide instruc-
tion;

‘() providing assistance to new teachers
during their first 3 years in the classroom;
and

‘(6) ensuring that teachers, principals, ad-
ministrators, and other school staff have ac-
cess to professional development that is
aligned with challenging State content and
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